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Iowa Library Association 
Sioux City 
October 10-12, 1935 
Summary of Information 
Headquarters and meeting places, unless 


announced otherwise on the program, 
will be Hotel Warrior. 


Registration—Register upon arrival and 
secure tickets for the lowa Summer 
Library School dinner and the see- 
tional luncheon which you expect to 
attend. (See list elsewhere in this 
number of the Quarterly.) 

Bulletin Boards—Watch for announce- 
ments. 

Exhibits of book, library supply dealers, 
and binderies will be on display on 
the Mezzanine floor of Hotel Warrior. 

Railroads—The railroads entering Sioux 
City are the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul, the Illinois Central, and the 
Northwestern. These will sell tickets 
at the following rates within the state: 
1.8 cents per mile for Round Trip 
tickets in coaches, 2 cents per mile in 
Pullman cars. These are on sale daily 
with a ten-day limit for return. See 
your local ticket agent. 

There are also a number of bus 
lines entering Sioux City, information 
regarding which can be obtained lo- 
eally. 

Hotels—Room reservations should be 

made early. 

The following rates are offered: 

Headquarters—Hotel Warrior 

Single rooms, $2.50, up 
Double rooms, 4.00, up 
All rooms with private bath 
Martin Hotel 
With bath, single, $2.75, up 
Double, $4.50, up 
With shower bath, single, $2.50, up 
Double, $4.00, up 
Without bath, single, $1.75, up 
Double, $3.00, up 
West Hotel 
With bath, single, $2.00 
Single, twin beds, with bath, $3.00 
Double, twin beds, with bath, 
$4.50 
With one bed, $3.00 
Double with bath, $4.50 
Without bath, single, $1.25, up 
Without bath, double, $2.50 





The Y. W. C. A. has a list of avail- 
able rooms. Anyone wishing such 
a room should write them. 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
Thursday Morning, October 10th 
Registration — Headquarters, Warrior 

Hotel 
Thursday Afternoon 
2 :30—Addresses of welcome 
Response 
Address—‘‘The World in Revo- 
lution’’—James J. Davies, D. 
D., Sioux City 
Address—‘This Business - of 
Diplomacy ’’—Honorable Ruth 
Bryan Owen, Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary to Denmark 
Announcements 


Thursday Evening 
6 :00—Dinner, Iowa Library Summer 
School Society 
8 :00—Greetings. Northwest District 
of the Iowa State Teachers 
Association 
Music 
Demonstration. The Talking 
Book—Eber L. Palmer, As- 
sistant Director, American 
Foundation for the Blind 
Address—‘‘The Encouragement 
of Art Appreciation Through 
the Public Library,’’ Mrs. 
Louis Pelzer, Iowa City, Art 
Chairman, Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs 
Report—Reference Section 


Friday Morning, October 11th 
9 :00—Business meeting 
Book Talks 
Adult books — Mrs. Emily 
Bruce Hoyt, Sioux City 
Juveniles — Cecile Benton, 
Children’s Librarian, Sioux 
City Publie Library 





12 :00—Sectional luncheons (see Bulletin 


Board for places) 


Friday Afternoon 
1:30—Report. Publie Library Section, 
Iowa State Planning Board 
3 :00—Recreation 


Friday Evening 


8 :00—Address—Dudley Crafts Wat- 
son, Extension Lecturer, Art 
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Chicago 
meeting with the Northwest 


Institute, (a joint 
District of the Iowa State 
Teachers Association ) 


Saturday Morning, October 12th 


9:00—Presentation of lowa Library 
Association Plaque 
Address—‘ Picking the Win- 
ner,’’ Edward J. O’Brien, 
Editor, Short Story Anthol- 
ogies, Oxford, England 


SPEAKERS 


Rev. James J. Davies, D. D., who will 
speak at the opening session on Thurs- 
day afternoon on ‘‘The World in Revo- 
lution,’’ was born at Amlweh, Wales, 
and graduated at Cliff College, England. 
He entered this country in 1908. 

His degree of D. D. was received from 
Morningside College. His first pastorate 
was at Battle Creek, Iowa. He is now 
pastor of Whitfield Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Sioux City. Dr. Davies has 
traveled extensively in the United 
States and in Europe. He writes the 
column ‘‘Chips’’ for the Stour City 
Sunday Journal, and is a frequent lec- 
turer and radio speaker. 

Ruth Bryan Owen, who will also 
speak on Thursday afternoon, is a 
daughter of William Jennings Bryan 
She was a member of the 71st and 72nd 
Congresses and was appointed Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to Denmark in 1933, which posi- 
tion she still holds, though she frequent- 
ly returns to this country for lecture 
engagements. She is the author of a 
recent book on Greenland. 

Mrs. Emily Bruce Hoyt, who gives 
the Book Talk on Friday morning, was 
born in Peterhead, Scotland. She is a 
prominent worker in the clubs of Sioux 
City and is an experienced and popular 
book reviewer. She was formerly editor 
of the Book Chat for the Sioux City 
Journal. 

Cecil Benton, who is to talk on Chil- 
dren’s Books, is children’s librarian of 
the Sioux City Publie Library. She is 
a graduate of Morningside College and 
also had one year at Columbia School of 
Library Service. 

_ Dudley Crafts Watson, artist, studied 
in American and foreign art schools, and 


has been on the faculty and director of 
the Chicago and Milwaukee Art Insti- 
tutes, and since 1924 has been Extension 
lecturer for the Art Institute of Chi- 
eago. He has originated and produced 
Music Picture Symphonies, and was 
official Art Lecturer for the Century of 
Progress Exposition in Chicago. 

He will speak on Friday evening to 
the Northwest Division of the Iowa State 
Teachers Association and the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. 

Edward J. O’Brien is best known to 
librarians as editor of American and 
British short story collections. He will 
speak on Saturday morning. 


SOCIAL 
Thursday, 6:30 P. M—Iowa Summer 
Library School Society Dinner, Hotel 
Warrior. Tickets, $1.00, plus 2 cents 


tax, to be secured at Registration 
Desk on arrival. 
Friday, 12:00 — Sectional Luncheons. 





See list of Sections and Bulletin Board 
for rooms assigned, Hotel Warrior. 
Tickets, 75 cents, plus 2 cents tax. 
Secure tickets when registering. 

Library Schools and other groups may 
arrange for breakfasts, luncheons, or 
dinners as desired. 

Tickets to non-members of the associa- 
tion for Mrs. Owen’s and Mr. 
O’Brien’s addresses will be sold for 
50 cents. Members should secure 
tickets for these addresses at the Reg- 
istration Desk upon their arrival. 





Invitation from Sioux City Library 
Board 


September 9, 1935. 
Librarians and Trustees of Iowa: 

Members of the Library Board of 
Trustees of the Sioux City Publie Li- 
brary are looking forward with pleasure, 
to entertaining librarians, trustees and 
their friends, at the state library meet- 
ing in October. 

We wish to extend a most cordial in- 
vitation to all interested in library activ- 
ities to attend. We hope that all will 
derive a great deal of pleasure as well 
as profit from this meeting. 

Very truly yours, 
Mrs. S. F. Horrman, President, 

Sioux City Board Library Trustees. 
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Iowa Library Association 
Executive Board Meeting 


The Executive Board of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association met in the office of 


the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion at 11:00 A. M. on September 4th 
with Miss Ditch in the chair and all of 
the members present. 

At the request of Miss Lilly, chair- 
man of the Hospital Committee, Mrs. 
E. H. MeCullough of Ottumwa was made 
chairman. Miss Lilly was retained on 
the committee. 

It was also decided to combine in one 
luncheon this year the School Librarians’ 
and Children’s Librarians’ Sections. 

The committee voted to place the mat- 
ter of the literary award in the hands 
of a committee, and Mrs. Bray of Grin- 
nell was made chairman. 

The president announced the Nomi- 
nating and Resolutions Committees for 
the State Meeting this year as follows: 


Nominating Committee 

Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs, Chairman 

Gypsie Patton, Newton 

E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 

Resolutions Committee 

Mrs. R. M. Tuttle, Spencer, Chairman 

Mrs. Lura Sanders, Algona 

Irma Hopley, Fort Madison 

Miss Robinson presented the matter of 
Relief Work with libraries and the Ex- 
tension Committee was asked to assist 
where needed. 

Miss Ditch called attention to the re- 
port of the Planning Committee and 
urged that it be studied thoroughly, pre- 
paratory to discussion at the Sioux City 
Meeting. 

The treasurer’s report was presented 
and diseussed. It is printed elsewhere 
in this number of the Quarterly. 


COMMITTEES 
Certification 


Julia A. Robinson, Iowa Library Commission, 
Des Moines, Chairman 
Forrest B. Spaulding, Des Moines Publie Li- 
brary 
Mrs. Ralph Walton, Trustee, Oskaloosa 
Helen R. Montague, Assistant Public Library, 
Council Bluffs 


Legislative 
A. M. Deyoe, Des Moines, Chairman 
Don Berry, Indianola 
Forrest B. Spaulding, Des Moines 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City 
E. J. Murtagh, Algona 


164 





Library Extension 


Mary F. Parmalee, Des Moines, Chairman 
Mrs. Herbert Adams, Dubuque 
Mary E. MeCoy, Indianola 


Membership 
Helen Rex, Spencer, Chairman 
Mrs. Lillian Hayes, Centerville 
Helen M. Morse, Maquoketa 


Program 
May B. Ditch, Ottumwa, Chairman 
Mildred H. Pike, Sioux City 
Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines 
E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 


Publicity 


Rose O’Connor, Sioux City, Chairman 
Alice B. Story, Marshalltown 
Charles H. Brown, Ames 


Relation to Booksellers 


Mildred H. Pike, Sioux City, Chairman 
Ernest Hertzberg, Des Moines 


SECTIONS 


Children’s Librarians 
Avis Gregory, Mason City, Chairman 
Charlotte Welch, Fort Dodge 
Letha M. Davidson, Ames 


School Libraries 


Lelia S. Wilson, Des Moines, Chairman 
Mrs. William L. Laymiller, Grinnell 


College and University Libraries 
Mary Bell Nethereut, Des Moines, Chairman 
May Hunt, Oskaloosa 


Hospital Librarians 
Mrs. E. H. McCullough, Ottumwa, Chairman 
Elizabeth Lilly, Burlington 
Catherine Barry, Knoxville 


Large and Small Libraries 
Mae C. Anders, Des Moines, Chairman 
May Clark, Dubuque 
Elizabeth Michener, Oskaloosa 


Reference Librarians 
Edna Geisler, Davenport, Chairman 
Mrs. Jessie Gordon, Lowa City 
Margaret Baller, Council Bluffs 
Mrs. Helen Gilliland, Waterloo 


Trustees 
Mrs. F. W. Weitz, Des Moines, Chairman 
Mrs. Anna Sherman, Oskaloosa 
Mrs. S. F. Hoffman, Sioux City 





New Library Commission Members 

Two new members have recently been 
appointed on the Library Commission, 
namely, Arthur E. Thompson of Sioux 
City for a term of three years, and Mrs. 
J. C. Pryor of Burlington for five years. 








Treasurer’s Report 


December 5, 1934, to September 5, 1935 
Balance on hand December 5, 1934. . $1,621.39 


Receipts 
Interest on time deposits...$ 15.00 
Interest on Postal Savings. . 1.25 
lowa Library Association 
Memberships: 
2. Pea ee 162.50 
53 librarians ........... 53.00 
22 staff members ........ 22.00 
B CHUSOGES ccccccccecces 3.00 
Des Moines Library Club... 5.00 
Refund from Miss Ditch... 1,35 
Total receipts ......... 263.10 
Total to aceount for... $1,884.49 
Disbursements 


Expense of Executive Board 
meeting, December, 1934.8 21.73 
A. L. A. contributing mem- 


bemthip ..ccccccccvcvecce 25.00 
A. L. A. dues, 449 members. 24.95 
Petty CO .nccccccccccces 10.00 
Exchange on checks....... 2.01 
"See 1,06 
Liebow Printing Company, 

COORENT © cue cccscccsucs 9.10 
Postage, Legislative Com- 

epee err 5.00 
Expenses of district meet- 

ings: 

POs cccskcontaviocs 55.22 

BpeakerS ccccccsccescess 33.00 
Expenses of committee 

DRE cccuecedkewtesuts 5.61 


Expenses of president to 
Program Committee meet- 
ing (Sieux City).......- 17.63 


Total disbursements...'.$ 210.31 
Balance on hand September 
G BERS cncccwscccsensene 1,674.18 


$1,884.89 
ELIZABETH J. HOLCK, 
Treasurer. 





Memberships Paid Since the Publication 
of the Quarterly for April- 
May-June, 1935 

Anderson, Constance, Staff, Fort Dodge 

Aten, Helen H., Staff, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion 

Burgess, Mrs. Helen A., Librarian, Onawa 

Burlington Publie Library 

Collins, Angela, Staff, Fort Dodge 

Davis, Mrs. Walter, Librarian, Avoca 

Day, Mrs. Mary, Librarian, Batavia 

Decorah Publie Library 

Eagle Grove Publie Library 

Eldon Publie Library 

Port Dodge Publie Library 

Francis, Elinor Jean, Librarian, Red Oak 

Galva Public Library 

Gailke, Bertha, Staff, Hampton 


Gladbrook Publie Library 

Gleason, Mrs. Elizabeth, Librarian, Oelwein 

Grand Junction Public Library (dues for 
1936) 

Gray, Mrs. J. F., Librarian, Melcher 

Grundy Center Public Library 

Hampton Publie Library 

Harlan Publie Library 

Hawarden Public Library 

Hostetter, J. May, Librarian, Marengo 

Indianola Public Library 

Iowa Library Commission 

Jay, M. Berdena, Librarian, Shenandoah 

Jones, Eleanor, Staff, Sioux City 

Knudson, Mrs. F. N., Librarian, Kanawha 

Le Compte, Miriam, Librarian, Corydon 

Lincoln, Gertrude, Staff, Council Bluffs 

Lukensmeyer, Mrs. Abbie, Librarian, Eagle 
Grove 

Manson Publie Library 

Maquoketa Publie Library 

Martin, Elizabeth, Staff, Davenport 

MeCoy, Mary E., Librarian, Indianole 

Montague, H. Ruth, Staff, Council Bluffs 

Monticello Public Library 

Mount Ayr Public Library 

New Hampton Publie Library 

Oelwein Public Library 

Onawa Public Library 

Orange City Publie Library 

Orwig, Louise, Staff. Des Moines Public Li- 
brary 

Osage Public Library (dues for 1936) 

Ottumwa Public Library 

Parmelee, Mary F., Staff, lowa Library Com- 
mission 

Pierce, Edith, Staff, Fort Dodge 

Porter, Bessie W., Librarian, New Hampton 

Pritchett, Betty, Librarian, Coe College, 
Cedar Rapids 

Red Oak Public Library 

Reinbeck Public Library 

Robinson, Julia A., Executive Secretary, Iowa 
Library Commission 

Rockwell City Public Library 

Sheldon Public Library 

Shenandoah Publie Library 

Sibley Public Library 

Sigourney Publie Library 

Sioux City Public Library 

Stevens, Sadie, Librarian, Carroll 

Storm Lake Public Library 

Sutherland, General N. B. Baker Library 

Treman, Mildred L., Librarian, Rockwell City 

Vinton Public Library 

Watzek, Mrs. J. W., Trustee, Davenport 

Welch, Charlotte D., Staff, Fort Dodge 

Wilson, Lelia 8S., Staff, Iowa Library Com- 
mission 





Have You Paid Your Membership 
Dues? 

The treasurer of the Iowa Library 
Association reports that 153 member- 
ships have been paid up to September 
5th. This is far behind the number of 
paid memberships of the same time last 
vear. 
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She also reports that only three first 
class libraries have paid their dues. Was 
yours one of these? The time was when 
no libraries in this class failed to pay 
dues early. We believe that the second 
class libraries have paid in a much bet- 
ter proportion. 

Will you please see if your library, 
your staff and board members have paid 
their 1935 dues? If not, please have 
them sent to Mrs. H. T. Holck, Public 
Library, Vinton. It will cost individ- 
uals very little effort to send the dues 
before going to Sioux City and it will 
be a great help to our busy treasurer 
and the association. 

Heven Rex, Chairman, 

Membership Committee. 





A. L. A. Conference 1935 

Sixty committees and a dozen sections 
covering various aspects of library work 
were represented in nearly one hundred 
meetings held during the six-day A. L. 
A. Conference in Denver June 24-29. 
More than 1,500 librarians, library trus- 
tees and others interested in books and 
reading assembled to discuss current 
library problems and practices. 

Action on federal aid will be post- 
poned for a year, as a result of < resolu- 
tion introduced at the first council 
meeting June 24 by Frank P. Hill, li- 
brarian emeritus of the Brooklyn, New 
York, Public Library. Some two thou- 
sand A. L. A. members were reported as 
being opposed to federal aid. 

Mr. Hill’s resolution as adopted read: 

**Moved, that negotiations with gov- 
ernment officials toward securing perma- 
nent federal aid for libraries be deferred 
until a special committee created by the 
Council shall have given further study 
to the subject and reported to the Coun- 
cil at the next annual Conference. The 
President shall act as Chairman of this 
Committee, and appoint to it Associa- 
tion members representing various 
points of view on federal aid.’’ 

There was no opposition expressed to 
the establishment of a federal library 
agency. 

The hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of the first free library for 
children in West Cambridge, Massachu- 
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setts, was celebrated with a dinner June 
26, at which President Compton and 
Anne Carroll Moore spoke. This first 
juvenile library was established through 
the bequest of one hundred dollars by 
Ebenezer Learned in the town which has 
since been renamed Arlington. 

The friends of the Library observed 
the centennial of Andrew Carnegie’s 
birth in a luncheon meeting June 25th, 
Dr. John H. Fimley, of the New York 
Times, a graduate of and former presi- 
dent of Knox College, addressed the 
group over radio from New York City. 
Bishop Johnson of Colorado paid trib- 
ute to Andrew Carnegie and his benefae- 
tions to libraries. 

Addresses delivered at the general 
sessions of the conference will be printed 
in the Proceedings of the Conference as 
a regular issue of the A. L. A. Bulletin, 
as will papers given at the many sec- 
tional and committee meetings. 

Louis Round Wilson, dean of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Graduate Library 
School, was elected president of the 
American Library Association, for the 
ensuing year. Dr. Wilson, who was one 
of the five American delegates to the 
International Congress of Librarians 
held May 19 to 30 in Spain, is still 
abroad, and was unable to be present at 
the Conference. 

Other officers elected were: First vice 
president, Franklin F. Hopper, chief, 
Circulation Department, New York Pub- 
lic Library. 

Second vice president, Essae M. Cul- 
ver, executive secretary, State Library 
Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Treasurer, Matthew A. Dudgeon, li- 
brarian, Public Library, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

The next annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation will convene in Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, possibly May 11-16, 1936. As 
usual, the midwinter Conference will be 
held in Chicago, at the Drake Hotel, 
December 29, 1935, to January 1, 1936. 

—Illinois Libraries, July, 1935. 

(The account of the A. L. A. Confer- 
ence in Illinois Libraries seemed so thor- 
oughly to cover the subject that it has 
been copied herewith with thanks and 
credit.—Ed. ) 








Iowa Breakfast at A. L. A. 
Conferences 


The Iowa Breakfast at the Denver 
Conference was held on Wednesday 
morning, June 26th, at the Junior 
League Shop with forty-two in attend- 
ance. 

After partaking of a tasty breakfast, 
Leora Lewis, a former Iowa Summer 
Library School student, spoke on new 
fields opening to librarians. 

In speaking of her connection with 
Iowa she referred to her introduction to 
children’s literature by Miss Shellen- 
berger, saying she had always been glad 
for the instruction given by Miss Shell- 
enberger. 

She then spoke of the employment by 
book and publishing firms of trained 
librarians, and of their value, both to 
the business firms and the interest of 
better books for libraries. 

Following Miss Lewis’ talk those pres- 
ent were called on to introduce them- 
selves, telling where they are now lo- 
eated and where they had been employed 
in Iowa with the following results: 


Now Employed in Iowa 

Lydia M. Barrette, Public Library, Mason 
City 

Helen Crawford, Iowa State College, Ames 

Mary Dietrich, State Teachers College, Cedar 
Falls 

May B. Ditch, Public Library, Ottumwa 

Ralph M. Dunbar, Towa State College, Ames 

Edna L. Erickson, Pubtic Library, Cedar 
Rapids 

Dorothea M. Fox, Public Library, Cedar 
Rapids 

Edna Giesler, Public Library, Davenport 

Clara Hinton, University Libraries, lowa City 

Esther Hughes, Public Library, Des Moines 

Mary Brown Humphrey, University Libraries, 
lowa City 

Muriel L. Kemp, Iowa State College, Ames 

Mary Bell Nethercut, Drake University, Des 
Moines 

Sylvia A. Noffsinger, University Libraries, 
Iowa City 

Louise Orwig, Public Library, Des Moines 

Ruth F. Phillips, Public Library, Waterloo 

Betty H. Pritchett, Coe College, Cedar Rapids 

Helen Rex, Public Library, Spencer 

Julia A. Robinson, Iowa Library Commission, 
Des Moines 

Mary Rosemond, Economies Library, Des 
Moines 

Boneta Sarhy, Washington 

Lucille Shanklin, Public Library, Council 

_ Bluffs 
Inis I. Smith, Simpson College, Indianola 
Virginia Soukup, Public Library, Mason City 
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Forrest B. Spaulding, Public Library, Des 
Moines ‘ 
Alice B. Story, Public Library, Fort Dodge 
Opal Tanner, Publie Library, Des Moines 
wee * Wimersberger, Iowa State College, 
mes 


Formerly in Iowa or Visitors 

Lora Bolton, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 

Leora J. Lewis, F. E. Compton Company, 
Chicago, [llinois 

Abigail MeRaith, Portland, Oregon 

Helen MeRaith, Library Association, Port- 
land, Oregon 

Mary E. Marks, University Library, Laramie, 
Wyoming 

Iva Oliver, Skinner Junior High School Li- 
brary, Denver, Colorado 

Mildred Othmer Peterson, Rockford, Illinois 

Mary Quam, Publie Library, New York, N. Y. 

Jane E. Roberts, Akron, Ohio 

W. B. Rogers, Tuscon, Arizona 

Marguerite Welch Rogers, Tuscon, Arizona 

Margaret Sahling, Coshocton, Ohio 

Marie Schrempf, Regis College Library, Den- 
ver, Colorado 

Blanche Smith, Wisconsin Library School, 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Gretta Smith, Enoch Pratt Library, Balti- 
more, Maryland 


Before adjourning Miss Robinson an- 
nounced that in future she thought that 
the Iowa Library Association might take 
over this gathering instead of leaving it 
with the Secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission as has been the custom. 

With that idea in view it seemed well 
to look up the past. 

In the earlier accounts in the Quar- 
terly the mention of the Iowa meeting 
at the A. L. A. is made in connection 
with the account of the A. L. A. Con- 
ferences, but of late years these have 
appeared in separate articles. 

The first mention in the Quarterly 
was made in 1908 and the only years 
omitted between that date and the pres- 
ent time were 1909, 1911, and 1912, and 
1933 when the Dinner of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association in Chicago took the 
place of any other meeting. 

Below an extract is given from a letter 
from Miss Tyler, to whom an appeal 
was made for memories of the origin or 
early meetings: 

‘*Your recent letter regarding the origin 
of the Iowa Breakfast at the A. L. A. Con- 
ferences, was duly received; and I have been 
trying to recall some of the incidents in con- 
nection with them. You mention the first 


reference in the Quarterly in 1908. That was 
the Conference at Lake “Minnetonka, and 
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doubtless the location made an unusually good 
attendance of Iowans. It was, I feel sure, 
the desire of Iowans to get together more or 
less socially, that developed the practice 
which has continued (with occasional omis- 
sions) since that time. It was more or less 
informal and spontaneous, but now, I agree 
with you, it seems reasonable that the lowa 
Library Association should take it over 
through a special committee, as there are 
details to be arranged each year, and state 
gatherings have become an important feature 
of the A. L. A.’s.’’ 


Why Nonfiction Is Not Circulated 

* * * Why is the nonfiction on the 
shelves of your library left untouched 
and unread by your people? From 
many will come the easy and matter-of- 
course answer: The patrons of their 
library, the people of their particular 
community, care little or nothing for 
nonfiction; they are people radically 
different from those of neighboring com- 
munities where libraries regularly report 
large and increasing use of their non- 
fiction. 

All we ean say of this answer is that 
it is absolutely wrong and misleading. 
We might know this from a knowledge 
of the innate auc universal elements of 
human nature and human _ interest. 
People of one community do not differ 
radically and generally from those of a 
neighboring community. But we know 
it more positively by an accumulation of 
proofs, having again and again seen 
communities, which under one library 
administration would hardly touch the 
nonfiction on their library shelves, be- 
come noted for the high percentage of 
such books regularly circulated under a 
different and more effective regime of 
library service. It is never because of 
any particular or perverse qualities in 
the community served that a library cir- 
culates little or nothing except current 
fiction. It must look elsewhere, with full 
honesty and sincerity, if it is to find the 
true and helpful answer to this question. 


The first place it should look is in its 
register of borrowers. Who are the peo- 
ple who come to its loan desk week after 
week and make up the bulk of its active 
borrowers, the ones whose demands are 
taken to reflect the desires and interests 
of the entire public? Are they not 
mostly the leisurely, the less serious ele- 
ments of the community, persons whose 
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main thought is transient diversion and 
entertainment? If one judges the public 
by that group of borrowers, of course 
little demand for serious books will be 
discovered. 

Large as that element may bulk at 
the doors of the library, however, it is 
but a minor part of the population of 
any community. In every hamlet or 
village, however small, there are persons 
facing real and absorbing problems of 
a hundred different kinds and who would 
rejoice in the book that can help them 
in these problems—fathers and mothers, 
wanting above everything else wise coun- 
sel and guidance in bringing up their 
children; boys and girls looking with 
eager curiosity upon the great world of 
nature and industry about them, ear- 
nestly wanting to know how they may 
happily and effectively fit into this 
world, persons who in simple ways per- 
haps, but with real earnestness, are 
thinking of some of the fundamental 
questions of life and death, religion and 
ethics, and are eager for some simple 
and helpful reading on these subjects; 
persons who want to know how to take 
eare of their bodies; persons who want 
to know how to take care of their prop- 
erty, their fields, their gardens, their 
cattle; persons who want to know how 
to do their daily work a little better and 
more profitably—and for all of whom 
there have been written just the books 
needed to meet their wants and needs. 
In every such complex of human wants 
and needs, there is a potential public 
demand, which if adequately met and 
satisfied, would call for the use of more 
nonfiction than any small library can 
possibly buy if it were to buy nothing 
else. But alas, the average small library 
is so preoccupied with the demands and 
wishes of those who think only: of books 
as means of entertainment that it is 
hardly conscious of this larger and more 
important clientele which it might be 
serving, and even the books of nonfiction 
that it has on its shelves, that might be 
of interest to this large group of non- 
borrowers, are rendered largely useless 
because these people have not been made 
to understand that the library is for 
them. 

The second place to which any library 
which finds its nonfiction of little use 


o> on oo Oe at 4 1tthlOUuektlUree ee 





Fe A Fie Se ee Re ae 


o™ 


should look for the reason for this is the 
nonfiction shelves themselves. Too often 
they represent no selective judgment 
whatever as to the kinds of books that 
will especially fit the tastes, needs or 
interests of the population they serve. 
Apparently all that is sought in many 
cases by the librarian or book committee 
is that they shall be accepted for state 
money, and the titles selected reflect the 
naive assumption that the more satisfac- 
tory a book is to professional librarians 
or reviewers, the more fitting a purchase 
it is for the simple, unsophisticated 
readers of the small library. Only the 
other day a letter was received at this 
office from a very small library, telling 
how useless it is in that community to 
buy any more nonfiction, and citing as 
proof of this a dozen rather notable 
books of biography and travel possessed 
by the library which were almost totally 
unread. Good as the books were in them- 
selves, there was in the entire list hardly 
one book which would have been bought 
if the main thought had been on the 
actual persons to be served rather than 
on the abstract merits of the books. Into 
the problem of book selection there must 
always go something more than a mere 
knowledge as to what books are approved 
or disapproved by scholarly authorities. 
There must go personal, intelligent, 
sympathetic and continuous study of the 
human and social elements with which 
the library has to deal; there must go a 
knowledge not merely as to what books 
are good but as to what they are good 
for and whom they are good for. With- 
out such effort and knowledge there is 
no possibility that any library, no mat- 
ter how many books of good quality it 
may have on the shelves, will ever be 
able to bring ‘‘to all the people the books 
that belong to them.”’ 

A third and equally important con- 
sideration in finding a correct answer to 
this question is the attitude of the libra- 
rian herself or of the library board to- 
ward its collection of nonfiction. In a 
very large measure a library’s public 
will reflect the mind, purpose and domi- 
nant interest of the library administra- 
ton. Any class of books that is treated 
as negligible or of little importance in 
the daily operations or arrangements of 
the library will be treated much the 


same by the library’s clientele, and any 
class of books on which the library sin- 
cerely and intelligently puts its first 
emphasis will surely in time receive cor- 
responding recognition and interest from 
its public. A librarian of note, who 
speaks from long experience in serving 
the public at the loan desk, has laid it 
down as an axiom that it is within the 
power of a duly qualified librarian to 
determine one-half the reading done 
from the library. The exact proportion 
of the public’s reading that may thus 
be determined by the librarian may be 
open to question, but no one can ques- 
tion that the kind of books that the 
public will read depends to a very 
marked degree upon the dominant inter- 
est and resourcefulness of method repre- 
sented in the library’s administration. 
Just why so many libraries are failing 
to circulate nonfiction is sufficiently sug- 
gested in the very attitude of helpless- 
ness and hopelessness revealed in the 
question itself. As long as that attitude 
is maintained, there is little hope of bet- 
ter things. As long as the library au- 
thorities themselves assume that there is 
little use for nonfiction, there will be 
little use for it. The library itself must 
first awake to the conviction that there 
is real life, power, interest, inspiration 
and fascination in those bogks; and 
when that conviction has once been 
established the problem will have been 
more than half solved. 
Reprinted from New York Libraries, 
May, 1934. 





Miss Eastman Honored 

An interesting booth, showing the 
progress of the Nashua Public Library, 
was one of the attractive features of the 
recent county fair. 

This display was held in appreciation 
of the work of Fannie V. Eastman, who 
played a large part in the development 
of the library. 

Posters were used, showing the in- 
crease in the number of volumes in the 
library during the years of Miss East- 
man’s librarianship, from 1901 to 1934, 
and also the increase in the circula- 
tion of the books for the same period. 
The exhibit was arranged by Marian 
Williams, librarian. 
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School Library Notes 


Library Section 
State Teachers Association 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
Thursday, October 31, 1935, Iowa Library 
Commission, State Historical Building 
Chairman—Ferne Warsinske, Thomas 
Jefferson High School, Council Bluffs 
Secretary—Mrs. Lura C. Long, North 
High School, Des Moines 
3:00 P.M.—Round Table Discussion. 
School Library Problems. Leaders to 
be appointed 
Friday, November 1, 1935 
Chairman—Winnie Lindquist, Lincoln 
High School, Des Moines 
12:30 P. M.—Luncheon. Cherry Tea 
Garden, 1204 East Grand Avenue 
1:30 P. M.—Iowa Library Commission, 
State Historical Building 
Chairman—Ferne Warsinske, Thomas 
Jefferson High School, Council 
Bluffs 
Secretary—Mrs. Lura C. Long, North 
High School, Des Moines 
Topic — School Library Problems. 
Leaders to be appointed 
Certification of Librarians and Its 
Effect on School Librarians, H. 
Ruth Montague, Supervisor of 
School Libraries, Publie Library, 
Council Bluffs 
Business Meeting 
Election of officers 














Alphabet Soup and the Reference 
Room* 
By Helen Ruth Montague, School Librarian, 
Council Bluffs Public Library 

You of the reference room deal for 
the most part with adults. You are ac- 
eustomed to persons coming to your 
desks with reasonable and definite ques- 
tions. They come, because they desire 
to know. You search and find. The 
search is recorded. The day goes on. 

Occasionally you find a schoolboy by 
himself, or some bewildered child in the 
tow of a still more bewildered parent. 
The schools sent home an obscure ques- 
tion. The answer must be handed in 





*Read at the School Round Table October 12, 1934 
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tomorrow. They desire your help. 
Johnny has always had As and Bs on 
his card. He just can’t fall down this 
time. You are asked to come to the res- 
cue. 

This sort of reference work I call the 
alphabet soup of library research. No 
weighty tomes are wanted. You are 
ealled upon for no lengthy corre- 
spondence, no delving into files of yel- 
lowed papers. All that is needed is a 
few facts stated in the simple language 
of the sixth grader. Nothing is at stake 
save Johnny’s grade. Unfortunately 
for you, that is quite as important to 
Johnny and his father as the location 
of the old burial ground is to the parish 
elerk. You are going to be judged by 
your ability to produce results. Broth 
and a few trimmings, rather than strong 
meat. But how hard it is to provide the 
broth. 

History is one of the trick subjects in 
school reference work. And of history, 
local history leads all the rest. Not long 
after the world war each and every 
community in the U. S. A. became un- 
duly conscious of its own importance to 
the world. Local citizens asked a few 
favorite questions and were astounded 
at the ignorance of their offspring (or 
more generally, somebody’s else off- 
spring). ‘‘There ought to be a law” 
they chorused. 

From the Mississippi to the Pacifie 
they rushed to the legislatures and 
passed more laws about the teaching of 
local history. (In our own state we are 
burdened with the problem of teaching 
Iowa history and geography in all 
grades from three up, save in districts 
with distinct permission to concentrate 
in one grade.) The patriots having thus 
solved the problem to their own satisfae- 
tion, turned their attention to other 
matters. 

Books and books have been produced 
about the west, a west that is plentifully 
sprinkled with Indians and cowboys and 
great hazards. Little has been done in 
the field of local history. Outside of 
New England and a few old states, there 
are few adequate books for children. 
The laws about history called for new 
books. The entire west was faced with 
the problem of providing something for 
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the third grade. Primary teachers, as 
well as the upper grade staff, needed to 
find out something about something that 
no one had ever taken the pains to put 
in accessible form for anyone. 

If any of you have ever been con- 
fronted by a little touslehead armed with 
a list of six questions about the local 
community, you will reeognize the 
problem. The library owns one copy of 
one book that will answer his questions. 
The book is long out of print. Yet 
Johnny’s grade is at stake. What to do? 
She gives him some broth without any 
bread, and very strange broth at that. 
A little fellow humped up in a reference 
room chair, trying to copy the paragraph 
in the middle of the page. No one has 
ever shown him how to select a para- 
graph on a given page. Unfamiliar 
words abound. Sealded, smarting, but 
unnourished, is his fate. 

You think I grow lyric at the expense 
of accuracy. Let me give you some def- 
inite problems. 

The third grade in...... district must 
draw a map of Iowa. The map must 
show what each county produces. 

The third grade in......... district 
wants to correlate, using Iowa for the 
theme of their project. What does your 
library have to offer? 

Local industries is always a good 
school project. But can you find for 
them the date of the beginnings, pictures 
of early mills, in form for forty children 
to examine ? 

We grow grapes about the Bluffs. 
What may I offer to the class interested 
in the difference between California and 
Iowa? They are dealing in compara- 
tives. Can I be of any help? 

We make use of Mahan and Aitchison 
and the rest of the present list. But 
classes of forty-five need supplementary 
material. The reading teacher wishes to 
correlate. She would like to use the 
works of Iowa authors. What do you 
suggest ? 

The eighth grade is making a study 
of water supply and soil erosion. Shall 
they stick to books written for New York 
and New England? Iowa has had close 
contact with the problem this past sea- 
son. 

If you have an alert body of teachers 


in your town, you have struggled with 
all of these questions and others like 


them. If you are patronized by rural 
teachers, you know the plight of teacher 
and class far from any source of sup- 
plies. And if you have close connection 
with a school system, you will remember 
how often you have been impatient over 
the limitations of your collection in cases 
like these. 

We no longer teach facts in our 
schools. No one slip of paper can now 
answer the question. Children are being 
shown that reasoning is more important 
than a collection of facts. They are 
being taught to inquire why their own 
particular corner of the world is like or 
unlike some others. Iowa and Minnesota 
are compared or contrasted with Norway 
and Holland, Switzerland and Congo 
basin. Comparison calls for some 
authority to consult. Frequently the 
home scene is the least familiar. 

The school librarian might have writ- 
ten the book herself, of course. But 
writing a book first entails collecting the 
material. One or two librarians did 
that in self-defense. One spent days and 
weeks and months of her own leisure 
time gathering material from the files 
of the local papers. She talked and 
worked and convinced her local author- 
ities. At last the local printer put out 
an edition, and the schools were supplied 
with copies. Miss Carhart of Belling- 
ham, Wash., has supplied her community 
with an adequate local history in the 
words of its leading citizens and former 
editors. 

To date Council Bluffs has met the 
demand in this fashion. Three teachers 
undertook to read Babbitt’s History of 
Council Bluffs and Pottawattamie Co., 
selecting passages suitable for schools. 
One of the three edited, simplifying to 
a sixth grade level. Their edition was 
mimeographed for school use. 

The school librarian chose passages 
from the private papers of Mr. Dodge. 
When the reference librarian had ob- 
tained permission to use them, we again 
mimeographed for school use. 

An article in the local paper by our 
local historian, Mr. Perkins, was re- 
printed on newsprint for school use. 

The school department of the library 
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purchased extra copies of special num- 
bers of the Palimpsest. 

We still lack material about local in- 
dustries, local celebrities, Iowa authors, 
railroads, roads, water supply, parks. 

But why confine the issue to the school 
questions? Why not recognize all the 
Olivers with their row of bowls asking 
for more? 

A recreational center is to be consid- 
ered in your community. Are you to 
rely wholly upon the files of the maga- 
zines, articles written by trained social 
workers working in metropolitan areas? 
Or have you some means of finding out 
about Iowa? 

A comfort station is being discussed. 
General sanitation is in review. lowa 
has a special problem, quite different 
from that of the lands of rainy seasons 
and swiftly rushing streams. Do you 
know where to find records of the lowa 
procedures ? 

A question of contracts for library 
service once came up. The law and pro- 
cedure of Minnesota, California, Oregon, 
could be quoted on the subject. But 
none of those in the conference knew of 
any ruling on the subject in Iowa. ‘‘ This 
isn’t Minnesota. This is Iowa,’’ lost the 
day. In how many cases do we have 
records for Iowa? 

Early settlements, manufacturing, 
crops, police, civic betterment, contracts 
for library service, leisure programs, 
playgrounds, relief work,...... the ques- 
tions come from both children and 
adults. And always it will be alphabet 
soup, unless we prepare for the full 
meal. 

Combined effort is the first step I 
should recommend. We are all collect- 
ing letters and papers. We all have some 
local hobbies. We are all trying to solve 
community problems. Why not pool 
our experience and have something 
started towards future publications? 

The Subscription Book Bulletin of 
the A.L. A. is the outgrowth of com- 
bined effort in the reference section of 
the Pacific Northwest Library Associa- 
tion. They pooled experience twenty- 
five years ago. Two bibliographies of 
history have come from that same sec- 
tion—both published by the H. W. Wil- 
son Co. They made a union list of maps, 
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cooperated in the indexing of news- 
papers. This is the record of libraries 
widely separated. 

Pooling for us would mean first of 
all a permanent committee and a definite 
center. The historical society might be 
willing to become that center. The uni- 
versity department of history may con- 
tain some young people looking for 
subjects for dissertations. Why not let 
them do the delving? All of us with 
the interest of the project at heart can 
drop hints in the proper places. City 
employees may be trained to know that 
water supply, sanitation, poor relief, 
community centers,—the subjects dis- 
cussed in city halls—are making history. 

As an outsider who must rely upon 
the reference room I make this plea. 
Save material, prepare it for general 
use. Give us the real meat of local his- 
tory rather than alphabet soup. 





Sioux City Band Shell 


The band shell is a natural amphi- 
theater located in Grandview Park. 
There are 6,000 seats in the amphithe- 
ater and there is room within the 
amphitheater for 4,000 additional speec- 
tators. The pavilion accommodates 300 
vocalists or 100 seated musicians. 

The cost was $51,000 and it was built 
by the CWA and FERA projects. The 
design of the band shell was made by 
Henry L. Kamphoefner, Sioux City ar- 
chiteet, and won honorable mention in 
the preliminary trials of the 1933 Paris 
prize competition. } 





Book Week 

The dates for Book Week for 1935 are 
announced for November 17th to 23rd, 
and the theme ‘‘Reading for Fun.”’ 

The National Association of 
Publishers will have a leaflet of sugges- 
tions and programs and a new poster 
which will soon be ready for distribu- 
tion. 





Cora Hendee, at one time librarian of 
the Council Bluffs Publie Library and 
later connected with the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa library staff, has become 
librarian of Glen Ridge, New Jersey. 
Public Library. 
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Personals 


One of the pleasures of the Denver 
Conference was the meeting with friends 
of other years. We hesitate to name them, 
fearing some may be _ inadvertently 
omitted, but venture the following in 
addition to those in attendance at the 
Iowa Breakfast. 


Dorothy Annable, formerly of the 
Cedar Rapids and Mason City libraries, 
now secretary of the New Hampshire 
Library Commission ; Margaret Blakely, 
whose home was in Grinnell, and to 
whom those in attendance at the Iowa 
Breakfast are indebted for suggestion 
for the place of eating. Miss Blakely 
is now in charge of the Technology De- 
partment of the Denver Public Library ; 
Irving Bundy, whose home was in Osage, 
now librarian of the St. Joseph, Mis- 
souri, Publie Library. 

Mrs. J. R. Dale, once of Marshall- 
town, now secretary of the Oklahoma 
Library Commission; Harriet Howe, 
connected at one time with the State 
University Libraries, and at another 
with the lowa Summer Library School, 
now director of School Librarianship, 
University of Denver. 

John B. Kaiser, librarian, Oakland, 

California, and Milton B. Lord, diree- 
tor Boston Publie Library, former li- 
brarians of the State University of Iowa 
Libraries. Amelia Krieg, formerly of 
the State University of Iowa Libraries, 
now assistant director of the University 
of Illinois Library School; Lena B. 
Nofcier, an Iowa Library School student 
in 1926, now secretary of the Kentueky 
Library Commission; Ethel Tiffy, once 
connected with the Iowa City Publie Li- 
brary, now head ecataloger of the New 
Jersey College for Women, New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey; and Harriet Wood, 
once librarian of the Cedar Rapids Pub- 
lie Library, now state supervisor of 
Sehool Libraries, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
There were others whom we did not 
meet. 
_The secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion was glad to have calls during the 
summer from Mildred Edwards of In- 
dianola, head of the Children’s Library 
at Elizabeth, New Jersey, and Blanche 
Watts, librarian of Cleveland College 
Library. 


Also Esther Greene of Des Moines, 


for the past three years librarian 
of Park College at Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio, who will be assistant in the Lewis 
Carroll Room of the Cleveland Public 
Library for the coming year. 

Ruth Dennis, a native of Dubuque 
and a graduate of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, who has been employed in the 
circulation department of the Seattle, 
Washington, Public Library, has been 
appointed librarian of the Green County 
District Library, Zenia,.Ohio, to succeed 
Katherine Shorey, employed in the Dav- 
enport Public Library before going to 
Western Reserve University Library 
School, and since then in the Green 
County Library, who now goes to York, 
Pennsylvania, as librarian of the Pub- 
lie Library. 

Ruth MeCoy of Indianola has been 
appointed an assistant in the Hudson 
River Branch of the New York Public 
Library. 

Isolde Stoye of Des Moines, Columbia 
1932, who has been assisting in catalog- 
ing in the Hoyt Library College at Sagi- 
naw, Michigan, has been appointed li- 
brarian of the Ford Hospital Library, 
Detroit, Michigan. 

Thelma Wiles, also of Indianola, will 
become head of the documents depart- 
ment of the library of the Kansas State 
Teachers College. 

Luey A. Winter of Carroll is to be 
librarian for the coming year of Athens 
College, at Athens, Alabama. 

Mrs. F. F. Carhart, cataloger at Drake 
University Library during the school 
year, substituted for Miss Noll in charge 
of the library at the Juvenile Home at 
Toledo, during July and August. 





Planning Committee Report 
The chairman of the Iowa Library 
Association Planning Committee has 
sent to the libraries of the state his re- 
port on library service in Iowa with a 
letter from Miss Ditch, president of the 
Iowa Library Association, urging that 
careful study be given to this report in 
advance of the State Meeting that libra- 
rians and trustees may be prepared to 
intelligently discuss both the survey and 

the conelusion deduced therefrom. 
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Library News of the State 











Albia—Mrs. Laura Duncan, librarian, 
has been confined to a hospital at Ot- 
tumwa for several weeks because of a 
fractured knee cap. 

The library was closed for three 
weeks in August for redecoration of 
the interior. 

Bedford—After completing twenty 
years of service on the Bedford Library 
board in the respective capacities of 
secretary and building and grounds 
chairman, Eva McCloud and Mrs. C. 
M. Paschal have tendered their resigna- 
tions. The vacancies were filled by the 
appointment of Mrs. Karl Paschal and 
Mrs. F. C. Beebe. 

The library was 
August. 

Cedar Falls—Miss Neff, librarian, 


sends an account of an interesting sum- 
mer project which she tried this summer 
in this library. She writes: 

‘*We have been having a ‘Leisure Hour’ 
one evening a week this summer which has 
been very well attended. My idea when we 
started was to have it for high school people, 
but after the first meeting both younger and 
older wanted to come and since then it has 
been open to everybody. 

‘*Two of the meetings were soap sculpture 
classes and we now have a beautiful exhibit 
of the work which was done. A young man 
who is a stamp expert gave a splendid talk 
on stamps and stamp collecting; a young 
woman who spent a summer with an excavat- 
ing expedition in New Mexico, kept the crowd 
sitting on the edges of their chairs for two 
hours and a half; an 18-vear-old boy (Ameri- 
ean) who was born and raised in Japan, 
talked last week and there is to be a puppet 
show. It keeps me jumping to get the pro- 
grams planned a week or two ahead. We 
hold the meetings in the High School room 
in the basement and, of course, always have 
an appropriate display of books.’’ 


Cedar Falls—State Teachers College 
—Two members of the library staff 
have been granted leaves of absence for 
the coming college year to do advanced 
work in their respective fields. Mary- 
belle McClelland, circulation librarian, 
attends Columbia University toward a 
Masters degree in Library Science. 
Evelyn Mullins will be in charge of 
circulation during her absence. Elsie 


closed during 


J. Dunean, juvenile librarian, will take 
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post graduate work at Western Reserve 
University. Helen Newmey will have 
charge of juvenile work during Miss 
Dunean’s absence. 

Cedar Rapids—Janet Arie, for a 
number of years supervisor of school 
libraries, was married on July 23rd to 
George Roe. 

Chariton—Mrs. Robert Piper, A. V, 
Hass, and Rev. Harry Secor have been 
appointed members of the library board 
to succeed Mabel Hobbs, Walter Brewer 
and E. A. Anderson whose terms ex- 
pired on July Ist. 

Creston—Homer Harsh, who has 
interestedly served as president of the 
library board since its organization, 
has now resigned and Donald Vail has 
been appointed for the unexpired term. 

Council Bluffs—Eloise Ebert has re- 
signed her position in the library to 
attend the University of Minnesota. 
Frances Saar has been appointed to fill 
the vacancy. 

Davenport—The stone steps leading 
into the library which have been worn 
into deep hollows by the countless thou- 
sands who have trod them sinee the 
building was erected in 1902, are to be 
replaced. 

Decorah—Janice Relf has been ap- 
pointed assistant librarian at the De- 
eorah Publie Library, taking the posi- 
tion recently made vacant by the 
resignation of Winnifred Schrube who 
will attend Iowa State Teachers College 
at Cedar Falls. 


Des Moines—Public Library—Owing 
to decreased city appropriations for li- 
brary purposes during the last three 
years, the library board has decided to 
close three branches and one library 
station on October Ist. 

The branches which will be discon- 
tinued are the Fairground Braneh, 
Twenty-eighth Street Branch, South 
Side Branch, and the Cattell Park Sta- 
tion. 

Agnes Krarup, a graduate of Grin- 
nell College, who will attend the School 
of Librarianship, University of Denver, 
the coming year, and Jeanette Becker 
of Des Moines, who is registered at the 
Wisconsin Library School, have been 











doing their preparatory apprentice 
work in the Des Moines Public Library. 


Des Moines—Iowa Library Commis- 
sion—Helen Keogh Shepard, for a 
number of years general assistant in the 
Library Commission, has been granted a 
leave of absence during which Marjorie 
Donaldson of Corning, a graduate of the 
Library School in connection with the 
New Jersey College for Women, will fill 
her position. 


Dubuque—University of Dubuque— 
Florence Mulheim is the new librarian 
at the University of Dubuque. She fills 
the vacancy made by the resignation of 
Mrs. James S. Koolbeck. 


Fairfield—R. F. Wilson was named 
a member of the library board to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of 
Mrs. R. B. Louden. 


Garner—Because of ill health, Mrs. 
F. M. Spayde, librarian for 17 years, 
resigned her position on July 1st and is 
succeeded by Mrs. Rudy Fritsch. The 
library board and other friends ten- 
dered her a dinner on that date and 
presented her with a set of silver table 
ware. 

Mrs. Spayde has given faithful serv- 
ice during her years in the library and 
will be missed in Garner by the patrons 
of the library, and at library meetings 
by her many library friends. 


Hampton—S. W. Osborn has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to succeed Rex Robinson, who 
recently resigned. 

Indianola—Mary MeCoy, librarian 
since 1918, has been granted a nine 
months’ leave of absence to take advan- 
tage of a scholarship in connection with 
Western Reserve University. 

Lois Lympus, an assistant in the li- 
brary, has been made acting librarian. 
Miss MeCoy is a graduate of Monmouth 
College. 

Iowa City—Public Library — Helen 
Davis, children’s librarian for a 
number of years, was married on Au- 
gust 20th to John Dunlof, Jr., of Peoria, 
Illinois, where Mr. Dunlof is connected 
with the publie school system. 

Towa City—S. U. I. Law Library—At 
the Denver Meeting Helen Moylan, li- 


brarian, was elected second vice presi- 
dent of the American Association of 
Law Libraries. 


Iowa Falls—V. L. Klove has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Mrs. Harriet Ellsworth. 


Knoxville—Ruth E. Browne, who has 
served most efficiently as librarian for 
the past twenty years, resigned her 
position on July Ist. This was accepted 
by the board with much regret. Her 
library training, her knowledge of 
books and details of library technicali- 
ties, and her graciousness and helpful- 
ness have rendered her services valu- 
able. She will be missed from the 
library. Mrs. Josie Bunker. who has 
been Miss Browne’s assistant, has been 
selected to fill the vacancy. 


Lake View—La Geene Phillips has 
been elected librarian, and Mrs. Cath- 
erine Monroe assistant. Miss Phillips 
succeeds Charlotte Temple, who goes to 
teach in the Early schools. 


Maquoketa—F rank E. Ellis has been 
appointed on the library board to fill 
the vacancy left by the death of Mrs. 
Myatt. 


Marshalltown—The resignation of J. 
Sidney Johnson from the library board 
has been received with regret and 
Henry Dunker has been named to fill 
Mr. Johnson’s unexpired term. 

Blanche Stewart, a former Waterloo 
girl, has been appointed librarian to 
succeed Miss Story. Miss Stewart has 
recently been head of the adult circula- 
tion department of the Utica, New York, 
Publie Library. She is a graduate of 
Oberlin College and of Pratt Library 
School. 

Muscatine—Upon the resignation of 
Robert L. Roach to accept a position on 
the light board, R. 8. Jackson was ap- 
pointed by the mayor to fill out the 
unexpired term. 

Jean Gray, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Library School, as- 
sumed her new duties as assistant in 
the Musser library on July Ist. 

Nevada—Warren P. Grossman has 
been appointed to fill the vacancy on 
the library board caused by the resigna- 
tion of J. Mills. 


175 





























Newell— After serving efficiently as 
librarian for a number of years, Helen 
Higginbotham has resigned her position 
and Margaret Jensen has been appoint- 
ed to fill the vacancy. 

Newton—Because of his removal to 
Sioux City, Rev. W. R. Moore has re- 
signed from the library board, and Roy 
W. Denniston has been appointed on 
the board. 

Rock Rapids— Frances Carpenter 
and Lena Roach have been appointed 
on the library board to take the places 
of Mrs. F. B. Parker, who passed away 
last spring, and Mrs. Kate Cox, who 
resigned when she moved to Sioux City. 
Mrs. Cox has been a member of the 
board since its organization. 

Schaller—Mrs. Jennie Forney, a 
member of the library board since its 
beginning, has resigned because of re- 
moval from town, and Mamie Currie 
has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Shenandoah— Jennie Taylor, vice 
president of the library board, was 
married during July to Delos Warner. 

Sioux City—E. E. Baron has resigned 
from the library board, but no sueces- 
sor has been appointed. 

Pearl Woodford of Sergeants Bluff 
has been appointed assistant in the 
adult department at the main library. 
Miss Woodford is a graduate of Morn- 
ingside College and of the University 
of Illinois Library School and a Li- 
brary Science Course at the University 
of Chieago. 

Lucile Vickers, assistant in the adult 
department, has resigned to become 
school librarian of East High School in 
Sioux City. 

Storm Lake—Buena Vista College— 
Mary E. Lockwood is acting librarian. 

Washington—Mrs. Homer Stephen 
has become assistant in the library, 
taking the place of Blair Law who re- 
signed to take a business position pay- 
ing a larger salary. 


Waverly—Public Library— Due to 
the resignation of Edna Moulton, for- 
merly first assistant, Arline Russell, 
who has been acting as part time assist- 
ant, has been promoted to Miss Rus- 
sell’s place. Phebe Chittendon will be 





part time assistant. 


176 





Webster City—In honor of J. W. 
Young, the members of the library 
board and of the staff of the Kendall 
Young Library were entertained at 
dinner on August 22nd by Mrs. Young. 

Mr. Young, who is nearly 92 years 
old and chairman of the library board, 
is the only surviving trustee of this 
library appointed by Kendall Young 
when he presented the library to the 
city 32 years ago. 

Woodbine—This year marks the 29th 
anniversary of the dedication of the 
library. The first president was M. A. 
Reed and the first secretary G. N. 
Young, who still holds that office. 

Maude Van Scoy was librarian until 
1918 when she was followed by Mrs. 
Belle True who served as librarian to 
1928. Since that date Mrs. Anna Beebe 
has been librarian. 


Deaths 


J. H. Howe, a member of the Cresco 
library board, died on August 15th. 
During his quarter of a century of life 
in Creseo he devoted himself to the in- 
terest of the city and the community, 
and he will be greatly missed by all. 

Mrs. Florence Louthan, a resident of 
Sutherland for more than fifty years, 
and librarian of the General N. B. 
Baker Library since its organization in 
1924, died at her home on June 15th. 

The Maquoketa library board has lost 
an interested and valuable member in 
the death of Mrs. Frances Myatt at her 
home in Maquoketa on June 18th. Mrs. 
Myatt had been a member of the library 
board for nearly twenty years and will 
be greatly missed in this capacity, as 
well as in other community activities 
in all of which she was greatly inter- 
ested. 


Book and Periodical Exchange 


The DeWitt Public Library offers, on 
payment of postage, a bound copy of 
the Reader’s Guide, January, 1925, to 
June, 1930. If interested, write to Elsie 
Saxton, librarian. 

Will anyone having a copy of the 
Iowa Library Quarterly for July-Auw 
gust-September, 1934, to spare, please 
send it to the Iowa Library Commission, 
State Historical Building, Des Moines. 
Postage will be paid. 





























